[W] R. Joshua b. Levi said, “The rules of the fasting scroll 
have been annulled.” 


[X] Said R. Yohanan, “Last night I was in session, 
repeating the following: There was a case in which 
they decreed a fast on Hanukkah in Lud, and they 
said concerning R. Eliezer that on that day he got a 
haircut [which is not to be done on a fast day], and 
concerning R. Joshua that he took a bath [also 
prohibited on a fast day]. [Thus Eliezer and Joshua 
maintain that it is forbidden to fast on Hanukkah, 
just as the fasting scroll says, and so the laws 
remain valid. ] 


[Y] “Said to them R. Joshua, “Go and carry out a fast, 
because you fasted on this day [Hanukkah, when it 
is forbidden].’ Now can you really say, therefore, 
that the laws of the fasting scroll have been 
annulled?” 


[Z] Said R. Ba, “And even if you maintain that the laws 
of the fasting scroll have been annulled, you cannot 
possibly say that the observance of Hanukkah and 
Purim has been annulled!” 


[AA] The deeds of the rabbis indicate that the fasting 
scroll has been annulled. [How so?] 


[BB] R. Yohanan fasted [every year on] the day prior to 
the New Year. 


[CC] R. Abun fasted [every week on] Friday. 


[DD] R. Zeirah fasted three hundred fasts, and there 
are those who say, “nine hundred fasts,” and he did 
not scruple as to the days listed in he fasting scroll. 


[EE] R. Jacob bar Aha instructed the scribes, “If a 
woman comes to you and asks you, tell her, ‘On 
all days it is permitted to fast, except for 
Sabbaths and festival days, new moons and the 
intermediate days of a festival, Hanukkah and 
Purim.” 


[VII:2 A] Simeon bar Ba said, “A case came before R. Yohanan, and he decided 
it in accord with the view of R. Yosé.” 


